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support, especially from the religious bodies. And there was
room for it; for the Balfour Act of 1904, though a great measure
in its way, was all too slow in its operation to reduce the then
monstrous evil of intemperance—how monstrous, it is perhaps
difficult for the present generation to realize. But the liquor
trade naturally took up arms, and the conservatives in the com-
mons espoused their cause. What would the lords do? In
October the king summoned Lord Lansdowne, and urged on him
strongly the impolicy of rejecting the bill.1 A few of the very
ablest peers, including Lord St. Aldwyn, Lord Cromer, Lord
Milner, and Lord Balfour of Burleigh, shared the king's opinion.
But a party meeting decided on rejection, and the bill was killed
on second reading; though the bishops voted for it, and the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury gave memorable expression to the con-
sternation of thoughtful non-party men. The lords had been
confident that their action would be popular outside; but there
was not, in fact, much mob approval.
Yet the outlook for the government as its third year closed was
cheerless. Its members recognized, as every one must now, that
the lords were breaking the spirit, though not yet the letter, of
the Constitution. The root-idea of British parliamentarism, as
it had developed, was that each party in turn, if it obtained a
mandate for its purposes from the electors, should have reason-
able freedom to carry them out. A second chamber, that
openly sought to confine the rights of government to one party
and deny them to the other, no matter what commons majorities
that other had, was in effect holding up the Constitution's work-
ing. But how could it be effectively brought home as an issue
in a general election? Trade in 1908 was bad; and in electoral
matters it is an observed phenomenon, of which politicians by
then were aware (though Gladstone in 1874 and Beaconsfield
in 1880 had not been), that bad trade throws votes against the
government in office. By-elections were going in the opposi-
tion's favour. Tariff Reform made converts every day. The
unionist peers expected 1895 to repeat itself; and so it might
have done, could they have kept their heads. But their action
over the Licensing Bill showed that they had already lost them.
Meanwhile the international sky had darkened. In July 1908
the Young Turk party, which had organized in Salonica a
1 Lord Newton, Lord Lansdowne, 368.

